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Project Summary:  
 
The project starts from the assumption that recent pension reforms in several European countries have 
widened the scope for private provision for old age (including occupational pensions) and that, in 
conjunction, state regulation of private provision is becoming a new and growing field of social 
policy. The project aims to analyse this change in old-age security empirically for the first time, set in 
a comparative (cross-national), interdisciplinary and theoretical context. Disciplines include sociology 
and law while the countries covered include Germany, Britain and Sweden as three heterogeneous 
welfare states. The overall thesis of the project is that regulation in old-age security indicates a more 
far-reaching change of the welfare state: from the conventional redistributory (or 'producing') welfare 
state which provides money and social services through state bureaucracies or agencies close to the 
state to a 'regulatory welfare state' which mandates social security to non-state providers and agencies 
and regulates their activities. The project draws on expert interviews, document analyses, analyses of 
laws and legal regulations and a questionnaire-based survey in all three countries. We investigate the 
changes in policy instruments, policy goals, actors and the ensuing new conflicts attendant on 
regulatory policies. The legal analysis of the German case also looks at the relationship between 
regulation and constitutional law. The comparative approach aims to identify national 'regulatory 
regimes' and the growing influence of community law (EU). Theoretically the project aims to 
contribute to the debate about the future of the welfare state. 'Privatisation' and 'deregulation', we 
hypothesize, produces new needs for regulatory measures that enable the deregulated spheres (in this 
case: financial markets) to operate safely. Less state (less redistribution) may mean more state (more 
regulation of 'private' spheres). 
 
 
Conference:  
 
Transformation of the Modern State. From State Provision to State-Regulated Markets in European 
Old-Age Security? Berlin, 16-18 September 2005 
Funded by the German Research Foundation – DFG – and the Federation of German Pension 
Insurance Institutes (Verband Deutscher Rentenversicherungsträger, VDR)  
 
(edited volume: Leisering 2011: The New Regulatory State. Regulating Pensions in Germany and the 
UK. Palgrave Macmillan) 
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